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Functional Behavioral Assessment
Where do I start? (i.e., what is the difference in the form and function of a behavior?)

A description of the target behavior (topography) needs to be clear (i.e., Form) so that everyone knows when to collect data and when to intervene?

Function – the purpose of the behavior
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What does you book lists as the 6 functions of behavior?
1.

2. 

3.

4.

5.

6.

Why is it important to identify the function of a behavior?

Research has shown that using information from the FBA to develop behavior plans is more effective than simply choosing an intervention and implementing.
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What events do I need to consider when I begin an intensive FBA?

Setting Events – are conditions that increase the likelihood that problem behavior will occur. They can be:

· in close proximity to the behavior (e.g., the child has a block taken from him immediately prior to hitting another child in that center)

What is Functional Behavioral Assessment?

FBA is a PROCESS that attempts to discover the reason(s) problem behavior occurs by:

· Defining the target behaviors

· Determining the environmental events and factors that contribute to challenging behaviors

· Identifying antecedents and consequences that occur before and after the challenging behaviors

· Providing direction for developing appropriate and effective positive interventions

FBA typically consists of one or more of the following:

· Reviewing existing documents

· Interview

· Scale or Screening Instruments (Motivation Assessment Scale, Functional Assessment Screening Tool, Problem Behavior Questionnaire)

· Scatterplot

· Direct Observation Tools (A-B-C analysis, O’Neill Direct Observation Tool)

· Environmental Manipulation

These strategies can be time consuming and require the adults in the environment to spend an inordinate amount of time conducting activities that may not be necessary.

What specific assessment tools can I use to conduct an intensive functional assessment?

Indirect Assessment Strategies

Existing Written Documents – documents from other service providers that provide information regarding previous behavioral and learning history, medical history, previous interventions and outcomes.
	Advantages


	Disadvantages

	· Identify relevant variables regarding child’s history or behavior
	· Variables in other settings may not be relevant to problem behavior.

	
	· Information may or may not be reliable.


Functional Analysis Interview – an set of questions that describes the problem behavior and identifies physical and environmental factors that reliably result in the occurrence of problem behavior.
Information from the Interview form

●
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●

List any advantages and disadvantages

Scales
1. Motivation Assessment Scale – a 16 item survey that assists in developing a hypothesis about the function of the problem behavior.

2. 
3. 
4. 

List any advantages and disadvantages

Direct Assessment Strategies

Scatterplot – an interval recording system that assists in determining if patterns of problem behavior exist during specific time periods.

List any advantages and disadvantages

ABC Analysis – a method of direct observation that involves the recording of antecedents and consequence of the behavior.
List any advantages and disadvantages

Data Analysis

The purpose of a functional analysis is to: 

What questions would you want your analysis to answer regarding:

Setting, activity, context

Antecedents

Consequences

Patterns of the behavior

Functional Analysis – the systematic manipulation of antecedents and consequences to determine their effects on the target behavior.
A functional analysis is conducted for one of the following reasons

1.

2. 

3.

4.

Describe how you might manipulate the four standard variables to determine or validate the function of the behavior?
Describe how you might examine two different variables in the natural environment to determine or validate the function of the behavior?
A multi-element design can be used in conducting a functional analysis, how?

A reversal design can be used in conducting a functional analysis, how?

Hypothesis Development – 
	setting event/context/

antecedent
	describe the target behavior
	for what purpose (obtain/escape/avoid)

	When Alex is asked to do his math


	He puts gets his things out and then puts his head down on the desk
	To escape having to complete the work

	When in a cooperative group activity, Sana 


	Begins to tells jokes and push others in the group
	To gain the attention of the students and teacher


List typical conditions

List designs used to identify functions

Putting Together a Behavior Support Plan

How do I put together positive behavior support plans?

1. Consider and identify interventions at the environmental and programmatic levels. 

2. Analyze the data from the FBA to determine the function of the behavior.

3. Develop hypothesis for each of the student’s problem behavior or antecedents. .

4. Based on each hypothesis or summary statement, menu a variety of antecedent interventions that are likely to be successful.

5. For every antecedent intervention, determine what will happen if the child responds appropriately and if the child responds inappropriately (engages in the challenging behavior).

a. Consider the student’s preferences, reinforcers, setting events, persons who will implement, etc.

b. Make sure that all persons likely to see the behavior or situation can and WILL implement the intervention you have chosen 

























































































































































































































